Morning Prayer
September 9, 2017

Presider:

All:

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouths shall declare your praise

Presider Glory

All

to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

Gathering Hymn Christ Be Our Light
Verse Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth,
we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world
to see.
Refrain

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for
hope, many despair. Your word alone has pow'r to save
us. Make us your living voice. 
Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water,
many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all
are fed. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for
warmth, many are cold. Make us your building, sheltering
others, walls made of living stone. 
Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that
yearn to belong. Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come. 
Psalm 90
Refrain Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!
You turn man back to dust,
saying, "Return, O children of men."

For a thousand years in your sight
are as yesterday, now that it is past,
or as a watch of the night.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Return, O LORD! How long?
Have pity on your servants!

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
prosper the work of our hands for us!
Prosper the work of our hands!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit,
As in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
Presider

All:

Blessed be God, the creator and ruler of the universe.
We stand in awe before your mighty power and loving care.
Shape our hearts that we may more and more know our
true identity in you.
Receive our morning prayer for all praise is your due
forever and ever.
Amen
Psalm 95

Reading 1 Thessalonians 2: 1, 5-13
For you yourselves know, sisters and brothers, that our
reception among you was not without effect. We did
not ever appear with flattering speech, as you know, or
with a pretext for greed—God is witness—nor did we
seek praise from human beings, either from you or from
others, although we were able to impose our weight as
apostles of Christ. Rather, we were gentle among you, as
a nursing mother cares for her children. With such
affection for you, we were determined to share with you
not only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well,
so dearly beloved had you become to us. You recall,
sisters and brothers, our toil and drudgery. Working
night and day in order not to burden any of you, we
proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses,
and so is God, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly
we behaved toward you believers. As you know, we
treated each one of you as a father treats his children,
exhorting and encouraging you and insisting that you
conduct yourselves as worthy of the God who calls you
into his kingdom and glory. And for this reason we too
give thanks to God unceasingly, that, in receiving the
word of God from hearing us, you received not a human
word but, as it truly is, the word of God, which is now at
work in you who believe.

Silent reflection
Benedictus
Blest be the God of Israel who comes to set us free
And raises up new hope for us; A branch for David’s tree
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.
With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,
The oath once sworn to Abraham from foes to save us all;
That we might worship without fear and offer lives of
praise,
In holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.
My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way,
To tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway.
Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never
cease to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into
peace.
Prayer of the Faithful
Response

Petitions
For all women and men in leadership positions in
our Church……...let us pray
For all women and men who lead our nations….
let us pray
For all children, women and men who have no home
to call their own, particularly those affected by
Hurricane Harvey….let us pray
For all those discerning a call to service….let us
pray
For all those who serve to protect our safety and
freedom...let us pray
For those who are sick and their caretakers, let us
pray
For all those who have died and those who mourn,
…….let us pray
Let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught
us

Presider

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
God of majesty, ever present to us,
You invite us into the communal life of the Trinity.
As we strive to be a community of reconciliation
and peace may our efforts be sustained and
nurtured by your love. Fill us with your Spirit so
that our actions this day be directed toward
strengthening the bonds that unite us in the name
of your Son.
We pray through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Presider:

All
Presider:

All
Presider

All

May God, in whose image we are made and who is
the source of our confidence bless us in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Go forth this day to be the light of Christ to the
world.
Thanks be to God.

